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ve YOU HAVE INFLUENCE 


Put God First Al Influence is said to be something you~ 
Cecil C. Urch think you have until you try to use it. 
Wizard Doctor (Schweitzer) 4.2 But seriously, all of us have influence, 
C. Irving Benson probably more than we realize. 
2 43 Each and every one of us exerts some. 
Spiritual Patterns influence over those with whom we are 
William A, Hubbard associated or with whom we come in cas- 
Cran 44 ual contact. 
eet oak Ahead Have you ever paused long enough to 
Influence realize the influence of your words, your 
Joining the Church habits and your conduct on those about 
Play Fair you --those who are near and dear to you | 
Ten Commandments or those who work with you? 
Do you influence people to be happy ~ 
Church Methods 46 and contented? Do you influence people | 
Good Friday Service to lead honorable and upright lives? Do 
Candlelight Communion you influence people to love their coun- — 
Candle Lighting Service try --to be loyal and patriotic citizens? 
Church Fund Raising Do you influence people about you to be 
Caemmone 50 kind, considerate and tolerant? Do you 


influence people to be kind to dumb ani- 
mals? Do you influence people to believe — 
in your work, respect your judgment and 3 


Greatest Text 
Clarence E. Macartney 
Victorious Gladness 


depend on your promises? 
John H. Johansen Most of the progress in this world re-_ 
Fanfares Not Enough sults from the influence-of public opin- 
Wm. Goddard Sherman 


ion, which is the influence of people. : 


Spiritual Compamionship 


Few people ‘‘get anywhere” in the — 
W. A, Kuntzleman : wor ld aie i ae ae of friends. : 
Illustrations, Johansen 64 And the amount of influence your friends _ 
Book Reviews 66 exert in your behalf, depends on how you 
Topical Index 69 influence them. 
Buyers Giude 70 Every man is an oracle to someone. — 


No matter what your position or station 
SN (See page 45) 
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PUT GOD FIRST 


THE PATTERN OF 


CREATIVITY 


CECILC URCH 


BOOK of Creation, states the basic 

requirement for any creative work, 
“Tn the beginning God.’’ Despite all that 
thas been written and said to the contra- 
ry, there’s no such animal as a self-made 
man! Man was created by God ‘in the im- 
mage of God,’’ and hence every man has an 
obligation to be God-like. Every man who 
has left a heritage of good things, who 
1as made his mark on the hearts of peo- 
ole, and placed the credit where it be- 
longs--- on God. 

To contend that no man can live with - 
out God is nonsense. We see altogether 
too many men and women doing just that 
ooasting of their self-sufficiency. Such 
a man was Set. Blake in one of my bat- 
calions during World War II. Jim was rug- 
zed, rough, profane, and contemptuous 
of anyone who prayed or believed in God 
“T can take care of myself,”’*he boasted. 
‘And so he did, until the going got rough, 
and he saw his friends dying all around 
aim. Then he was the first to turn to the 
chaplain and cry out for God to help him. 
_ often wondered why he did not feel a- 
shamed to call upon a stranger for help. 

“In the beginning God’’ is a goodrule 
as we practice writing “‘1956.’’ Perhaps 
17s a good thing we don’t know what the 
‘ear has in store for us, since life is a 
curious mixture of storm and sunshine, 
bf joys, and sorrows, of gains and losses. 
asked a colored door-man in Chicago 
now he managed to keep so cheerful in 
‘he face of his many troubles at home. 
‘Well, Parson,’’ he said, “‘for a long, 
jong time I fretted and fumed and tied my- 
self in knots. Then one night when I was 
eelin’ low, God said, ‘‘Why are you mak- 
g such a fuss, Sam? I’m right here---- 
thin’s goin’ to come up that you and 
-an’t handle! The road’s never too hard 
hen you walk with God.’ ; 
Are you facing a difficult task? Begin 
with God. Perhaps you wonder how in 


Tio opening words of Genesis, the 
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the world you’re going to make ends meet 
even to provide the bare necessities for 
your family. It may be that a younger man 
was given the job which you coveted. Or 
have you reached the real heartbreak age: 
not old enough to retire, but too old to be 
considered eligible for work? Or you may 
be facing a puzzling decision, as did Ab- 
raham when he had to decide whether to 
stay in Haran, a safe, snug little plot of 
vegetation in the Syrian sands, or to take 
an adventurous plunge of faith into un- 
known terrain. ene won his title, 
“Father of the Faithful,’’ by first seek- 
ing God. After he had received God’s 
promise to go with him, the seventy-five- 
year-old Abraham gathered his family and 
possessions around him, harnessed his 
camels, and moved out. Where was he g0- 
ing? He did not know and he did not care, 
so long as he walked with the touch of 
God’s hand on his. 

Our Lord always began each day with 
prayer on some lonely hill-top. That He 
made no important decisions without the 
Father’s guidance is the distinguishing 
mark of His genuis. He knew the revital- 
izing power of prayer. Whenever the 
Twelve became tired, querulous, and 
quarrelsome, ---He would say, “Come, 
leave your work, and rest with Me in a 
quiet place.’’ Jesus might have become 
a famous magician, even a great teach- 
er; but He could never have become your 
Saviour and mine, had He not found a 
place of quiet rest, ‘‘Near to the heart 
of God.”” é 

‘In the beginning God’’ is the unfail- 
ing prescription when tribulation is an i- 
cy hand on your heart and a cold sweat 
on your brow. St. Paul, with his myster- 
ious ‘‘thorn in the flesh,’’ is brother to 
us all. What is your private brand of - 
- THORN? Can it be the haunting spec- 
tre of failure, after years of hard work ? 
and honest struggle? Is it the vise-like 
grip of a vile habit that throttles your 
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will? Does some serious physical defect 
slow you down? Or is it some incurable 
disease that is numbering your days and 
making your nights hideous? Whatever 
your torment may be, take a lesson from 
Hezekiah, who was under sentence of 
death (v. Jsaiah 38:1), Weeping bitterly, 
he prayed for a stay of execution. God 
had compassion on Hezekiah and added 
fifteen. fruitful years to his life (Isaiah 
38:5). 

The other day I visited one of my old 
friends in a nearby Veterans’ Hospital. 
This man is dying of leukemia. The doc- 
tors have told him that he has no more 
than two months to live. You’d never _be- 
lieve, or guess that, when you see his 
cheerful, ready smile, and his obvious 
enjoyment of life. It’s always a tonic 
for me to visit him. 

‘Nothing ever gets you down for long, 
does it, Bob?’’ I said. 

*“‘No, Padre,’’ he grinned, ‘“‘I know my 
time’s limited, so I make the most of ev- 
ery minute of it.”’ 

How did Bob attain his calm outlook 
on the certain brevity of his life? Like 
Abraham, Hezekiah, and St. Paul, Bob 
laid his problem before God, --- and not 
in vain. 

Our Lord, facing the Cross, the deser- 
tion of [lis friends, the violent end of His 
mission on earth, sought strength and add- 
ed courage in Gethsemane, His familiar 
Garden of Prayer. Prone on His face, He 
prayed in bitter anguish of soul, while 
His three best friends slept. Three times 
He prayed to God, ‘‘Father, let this cup 
pass from Me!’” What Cup? The Cross a- 
waiting Him on the morrow. But the Cross 
still faced Him. Nothing was changed, 
you say? Everything that really mattered 
was changed when Jesus was able to 
pray, “‘Not My will but Thine be done.’ 
That change had already begun when 
our Lord was able to say, ‘‘No man tak- 
eth away my life, but I lay it down of 
myself.’’ His outlook was turned from 
Himself to God! 

That same outlook will come to you, 
when you learn to start each new day, 
each difficult decision, each heart-sear- 
ing irial with the dynamic prescription, 
“In the beginning God!’’ Take it daily, 
before meals and after meals. Walk with 
God in the beginning, and at the end you 
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_gerly. 


will become “‘more than a conqueror--- 
through Him that loved (and loves) US. 

“In the beginning He created the Heavy 
ens and the earth.’’ He established the 
pattern for any man or woman who would 


be creative, --- GOD-like. 


WIZARD DOCTOR 


FROM AFRICA 
C. IRVING BENSON, D. D. 


to Buckingham Palace to receive 

the Order of Merit from the shining 
young Queen. The shaggy old man from 
Alsace with heavy grey moustache and 
kind, tired eyes probably wore his crum- 
pled black suit. 

If the romantic story of Albert Schweit- 
zer had been recovered from a mediaeval 
manuscript we should suspect the em- 
broidering of legend. 

One stands amazed at this man of a- 
mazing paradoxes and bewildering ener- 
gies -- theologian, philosopher, musician, 
pioneer medical mssionary, equally at 
home driving piles for a hospital, per- 
forming a major operation or writing a 
‘‘Philosophy of Civilization.”’ 

His fame is world-wide. He has_ beer 
called ‘“‘the Thirteenth Disciple,’ and 
““God’s Eager Fool,’’ while others de- 
scribe him as the “‘greatest man in the 
world.’” Certainly, he must have a place 
in any list of the 10 most famous living 
men. 

I saw a cartoon recently of Lolo Smith, 
a platinum blonde actress, who had com- 
plained to her agent, “‘Why can’t you give 
me the kind of publicity Albert Schweit- 
zer gets?”’ i 

Bom 80 years ago in the little Alsa- 
tian village of Gunsbach, the only we 
cial gift he showed in school days was 
playing the organ in his father’s church. 

When he was eight he asked his fath 
for a new Testament, which he read ea- 


D R. Albert Schweitzer recently went 


One of the things he wanted explain- 
ed was what Joseph and Mary did with 
the gold and other valuables brought by 
the wise men from the East.‘‘How could 
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they have been poor after that?’’ he asked. 

Gradually the range of his powers un- 
folded. He went to Strasbourg University 
and at 24 received his doctorate in phi- 
losophy. He went on to qualify for a doc- 
torate in theology; was appointed princi- 
pal of St. Thomas’ Theological College 
in the University and pastor of St. Nich- 
olas Church. 

In addition he studied music and rev- 
olutionised the conception of Bach and 
proved his theory in practise and became 
one of the world’s master organists --or- 
ganist to the Paris Bach Society and a 
consultant in organ design and building. 


Two of his great books belong to this 
period-- “‘The Historical Jesus’’ andhis 
monumental ‘‘John Sebastian Bach.’’ 

There was a Leonardo quality in his 
versatile genuis. Then at 30 he felt the 
call of God to become a medical-mission- 
ary. To the amazement of his friends he 
began to study medicine and added an- 


other--a third doctorate to his achieve- 


ments. 

Having raised the money through his 
organ concerts to establish a hospital, 
he set out with his devoted wife, who 
had qualified as a nurse, for the forests 
of Gaboon---one of the most primitive 
countries in Equatorial Africa, with a 


climate considered the worst in the world. 


On ariver steamer they made their way 
slowly up-stream, through the mud-flats 
of the Ogowe River; sliding along between 
the walls of a wide green tunnel, arched 
with tropical vegetation. 

Every bend of the river was like the 
last --- papyrus swamps and vine--- huge 
trees and clumps of mangroves thrusting 
their knotty roots into the oozy slime. 
This was the edge of the Primeval For- 
est where he established his hospital! 

This was a terrific task. Lazy and un- 
reliable natives, patients who ignored 
instructions, ants, mosquitoes, rats, and 
dampness that turned everything mouldy, 
heat --- all created their prob- 
lems but he had the satisfaction of per- 
forming skilled operations and seeing 
joy on the faces of men and women re- 
deemed from pain. 

The natives spread the word that the 
white medicine man could kill a man, cut 
his belly open, and then bring him back 
to life painlessly. 
yg life painlessly. See 
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SPIRITUAL 
PATTERNS 


WILLIAM A. HUBBARD, D. D. 


OST every one of us has seen the 
M B-47s flying gracefully through 

the sky. In order to build a B-47 
an idea must first be in the mind of man; 
then made into a blue-print so someone 
else may see the idea and build the idea 
into an instrument as conceived in the 
mind of the designer. If we would take 
the blueprints necessary to build a B-47 
place them one on top of another, I sus- 
pect you would have a stack higher than 
a man’s head; in fact, such a stack will 
weigh tons! It would be difficult to build 
an airplane without adequate blue prints, 
without adequate patterns. 

So it is when mother cuts out a dress 
for her daughter. Mother buys a pattern 
at the store, places the pattern over the 
cloth, cuts along the lines of the pattern. 
When the dress is finally complete, it is 
like the pattern, fits nicely, and the lit- 
tle girl is proud to say, ‘‘My mother made 
this dress.’’ If we are goingto have manu- 
factured thingsin the world, we musthave 
adequate patterns and blue prints. 

If one is to be a great artist, one must 
first learn how to paint. Many artists have 
as their ideal some great painter. Through 
the years they strive to do as well as the 
ideal. Many ministers have an ideal. | 
know a young man who wants to be as 
great a man as John Wesley. I know a 
minister who wants to be as great and 
as good a help to many people as Gen. 
Booth, founder of The Salvation Army. 
Ideals, blue prints, patterns, are neces- 
sary for success in any line or profession. 

If we aim to have a good moral and a 
good spiritual character, we ought also to 
have a pattern and blue print for that char- 
acter. We need something to go by! We 
need an ideal! A pattern, a standard to- 
ward which to strive, and along side of 
which we can judge our progress. Itis 
indeed most difficult to develope a good 
moral and spiritual character in a hap- 
hazard, day by day, trial and error proc- 
ess. If, however, we accept a moral and 


spiritual pattern and learn all we can a- 
(See page 68) 
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HARD WORK AHEAD 


I have thoroughly enjoyed the practi- 
cal Expositor! It has contributed to many 
of my sermons and church programs. The 
most recent challenge came through Ed- 
ward Laird Mills’ article on ““The F- 
clipse of the Preacher!”’ 

I share his concern, but not his con- 
sternation! From my evangelistic meet- 
ings in the past, and the pastoring in the 
present, it is evident that the modezn 
mind accepts only one idea at a time, and 
one idea needs little more than 20 or 30 
minutes to “put it across!’’ We are, in- 
deed, learning today to “‘shoot with bul- 
lets, one at a time, and not with buck- 
shot,’’ as one elderly Evangelist puts it. 

Another benefit of the modern methods 
is that they make the minister pass along 
the responsibility of preaching to the 
people. This is nearer the New Testa- 
ment pattern than a “‘one man show.”’ 
The person in the pew must ‘“‘grow in 
grace’’ to the place where his daily life 
is of “‘show case material.’’ Mankind 
seeing such Christians will be drawn 
to our Christ for what can be done by 
the indwelling Christ in the life of any 
such Christian, This is the longer, hard- 
er method, but it works and lasts. 

This modern pressure and change de- 
mands better Christian education. A pro- 
gram which really teaches and not only 
tells beautiful stories. It must be one in 
which the pupil really learns about the 
total glorious Gospel, and is taught to 
apply Christ’s life in his own every day 
life. This means change! This means 
deeper consecration. This means much- 
more-hard work. 

The day when continued masses gather 
to hear one or two preachers is almost an 
exception. Let us not cry about it. Let 
us trust in Christ positively, and He will 
direct our paths in a more enduring, time- 
ly and effective approach with His preci- 
ous Gospel. Let us not look back, but 
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forward! Let us not follow our devices, 
but His designs and Methods for today! 

Thank you for reading my reaction. 
Again, it is a pleasure to have The Ex- 
positor come each month. 


—--Rev, Cecil Wagstaff, Pastor 
Community Baptist Church 


Warrensville, Illinois 


JOINING The CHURCH 


In a day when secularism is becom- 
ing more pervasive in American life, at 
the same time that the proportion of the 
population belonging to the church is 
the highest in our history, we need to 
examine again the meaning of Christian 
discipleship. 

The New Testament makes it plain 
that Jesus claimed the total allegiance 
of His disciples. Here is Williams’ trans- 
lation of challenging words: ‘‘Listen! | 
am sending you out as sheep surround- 
ed by wolves... If men have called the 
Head of the house Beelzebub, how much 
worse names will they heap upon the mem- 
bers of His family! So you must never 
be afraid of those who kill.the body, but 
cannot kill the soul! Anybody who loves 
father or mother more than he loves me, 
and nobody is worthy of me who does not 
take up his cross and follow me.”’ 

In our evangelistic zeal and eagerness 
to bring within the ministration of the 
church as many individuals as possible, _ 
we often fail to impress the applicant for _ 
membership with the severity of the de- - 
mands of our Lord. Sometimes we offer 
the explanation that the church is really _ 
a hospital for sick souls and requirements — 
for membership should not be exclusive. 

Frequently we fail to present as the 
only adequate tests of behavior: Christ- 
likeness for the individual, and the King-— 
dom of God on earth for society. We do not 
challenge conformity to sub-Christian at-_ 
titudes or customs with enough sharpness. 


Sometimes there is not as much difference 
between joining a church and joining a 
social club as there should be. Not al- 
ways do we place the requirements of our 
Lord above the demands of patriotism and 
not invariably do we admonish ourselves 
to run the risks of doing right, rather than 
take the consequences of doing what we 
know to be wrong in God’s sight. 


----Kirby page 


WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
To Play Fair? 


There is no saying in which there is 
more untruth than this one we hear so of- 
ten, ‘Everything is fair in love and war.”’ 
Is everything fair in love and war? If it is 
then we are bound to have less love and 
more war between people in this life. Is 
everything fair in our playing of games? 
Ifit were we would soon undermine the 
spirit of sportmanship. 

For some years two summer camps for 
boys had been competing for the baseball 
championship. One summer, the director 
of one of these camps hired a profession- 

al baseball player as its coach. Daring 
the crucial game of the season, the coach 
had his team at bat. He was coaching at 
third base with one of his players there 
on base, when the batter hit a high fly o- 
ver near third-base line.As the third base- 
/man of the other team was circling under 
it, the professional baseball player and 
coach shouted, ‘‘Look out for the bicy- 
ele!’’ The player took his eyes off the 
ball just long enough for it to drop to the 
ound. Not only did the batter go to first 
S but the runner at third base came in 
with the winning run, and what later prov- 
ed to be the championship. 

That night at the campfire some of the 
boys were chuckling over the clever way 
they had won the game. During the little 
_ period of silence that Pliowed: one boy 

spoke up and said, ‘‘Well, if we have to 
win that way [ don’t want to play any- 
more.’’ Then the director of the camp got 
_ up and said, “‘You are right, Jim. To play 
fair is to be fair not only with the boys as 
a team on our side but also with the boys 
as a team on the other side. That’s sport- 
_manship. It is better to lose a game the 
right way than to win it the wrong Way. 
Needless to say how that professional 


player felt when he heard those words. 
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The next morning early he took his 
leave from camp. One of the best and 
most loved sports writers America ever 
had was the late Grantland Rice. He is 
given credit for this little verse which 
applies so aptly to our lesson of life, 
in this sphere of honesty and fairness. 

“‘When the Great Scorer comes to 
write against your name, He will 
not ask whether you won or lost, 
BUT how you played the game!”’ 


---Henry H. Schoo ley 
Church of the Mediator 
Providence, R. I. 


TEN COMMANDMENTS Better 
Than “‘Youth Program’’ 


We read with interest the account of 
the Teacher-Student panel discussion 
at Central High School,, Amherst, N.Y., 
conducted under auspices of the PTA., 
and, to put it mildly, some very start- 
ling events were unfolded for us all. The 
result was a 13-point program on “‘Youth 
Behaviorism.’’ It was widely publicized 

After reading over the 13-points, | won- 
dered if it ever occurred to the parents or 
students that thousands of years ago a 
ten-point program was given to us all by 
our Creator, called the Ten Command- 
ments, We don’t need, nor do the youth 
today need, any 13-point program, given 
by. our modern PTA. A very simple solu- 
tion for all of us is to go back to the-- 
The Ten 

Parents, isn’t it about time we left 
the teaching in the schools up to teach- 
ers, and the responsibility of raising the 
children up to us, the parents? There’s 
too much discussion going on today be- 
tween youth and adults; and not enough 
real parental supervision and action by 
the parents. 

Let’s get back to our homes and meet 
our responsibilities there, and I am sure 
that the teachers, left unhampered, will 
do a good jobin the classroom. 


_-A Former PTA Member. 
——————————— 


(from Contents page) 
in life may be, there are some folks who 


like you, who believe in you and “bet”’ 
on you. Just how much influence you 
possess --how much of a good or bad in- 
fluence you are, depends on just one 


person —- YOU! 2 
E. Wilson, Personnel Director, 
pba Cleveland,O. 
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GOOD FRIDAY 
Worship Service 
(Hymn numbers from Methodist Hymnal) 


I. The Necessity of the Cross. 
Hymn 248-‘‘Jesus, Keep Me Near the 
Cross’’ -- Congregation 


“Dios Irae’’(Trans. by W.J. Irons, 
Music by John B.Sykes) 


Prayer-Litany of Jesus - p-48-49 
‘John Wesley’s Prayers’’by Gill: 


II]. The Way of The Cross 


Reading: Jesus in Gethsemane - 
Mark 14:;26-42 
Hymn 133-‘“Tis Midnight and On 


Olives Brow’’ 


Reading: Jesus, Crowned with 
Thorns - Mark 15:15-17 


Hymn 141 - “‘O Sacred Head....”’ 


Reading: Simon of Cyrene Carries the 
Cross - Mark 15:18-21 


Hymn 276 “Must Jesus Bear the 
Cross Alone’’- Congregation 


Reading: Jesus is Crucified - Mark 
15:22-23 


Hymn 137 ‘‘My Lord, My Love, 


is Crucified’’ 
Ill. The Words From The Cross 


Solo (135) ‘‘There Is a Green 
Hill Far Away’’ 


First Word: “Father Forgive Them’’ 
Matt. 23:34-36 


Hymn 144: ‘Beneath the Cross...’’ 


Second Word: ‘‘Today shall thou be 


with me in Paradise’’-Luke 23: 
39-43 
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Hymn 140: ‘‘There is Fountain’’ 
Congregation 

Third Word: ‘‘Behold Thy Mother’ - 
John 19:26-27 

Hymn 138: ‘‘Sabat Mater’’ 


Fourth Word: ‘“‘Why Hast Thou For- 
saken Me”’ -Mark 15:33-34 


Hymn 142; ‘‘Alas! And Did My 


Saviour Bleed’’ 


Fifth Word: “I Thirst’? John 19:28-29 
Poem: “Jesus In Thy Thirst and Pain” 
Sixth Word: “It Is Finished’’- 


Hymn 139: ‘Tt Is Finished! 
Man of sorrows’” 
Seventh Word: “Into Thy Hands I 
Commend My Spirit”’ 
Luke 23:45-46 


Hymn 136: ‘‘Behold The Saviour. ”’ 


IV. The Triumph Of The Cross 
Reading: II Cor. 2:2; Gal. 2:20-21, 
Gal. 6:14 


Hymn 149: ‘In the Cross of 
Christ I Glory’’ 
Solo: ‘Above The Hills of Time” } 
Hymn 261: ‘‘Jesus, I My Cross 
Have Taken..’’ 

Benediction 
Choral Response 613:‘‘Now May We 

Who From the Dead”’ 

KOK RK KK KOR 

(This service was prepared for use in 
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our church as an evening service. The 
hymn “Dios Irao’’ can be found in old- 
er editions of the Methodist Hymnals, 
It should be sung in its entirety; other- 
wise the first part of the service will 
not be effective. ‘‘Jesus In Thy Thirst 
and Pain’’ may be found in the Luther- 
.an Hymnal.) 


-- The Rev. Milton Jay Peden, 
Methodist Church, Lexington, Miss. 


MAUNDY THURSDAY 
CANDLE LIGHT 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


On Thursday night of Holy Week, 
Maundy Thursday, the First Congre- 
gational Christian Church of Rich- 
mond, Va., observed Holy Communion 
after the traditional observance by 
by the Waldenses in the 13th century. 

Down through all the centuries 
since, they have been characterized 
by deep religious interest, high spir 
itual and moral idealism, superior 
personal conduct, and in the place of 
prominence accorded the laity in the 
life and activities of their churches. 
This group of dissenters from the 
ecclesiastical system of the Roman 
Catholic Church more than three cen- 
turies before Martin Luther introduced 
his Reformation, still survives. 

At the Maundy Thursday night can- 
dle light service in the Richmond 
church, the laymen had the principal 
parts in the program. The pulpit and 
other settings were removed ae the 
rostrum and a long table placed in the 
center, at the ends of which and along 
the back side, eight of the Board of 
Deacons were seated, four on each 
side of the pastor. On the table were 
placed the elements of Communion. 
Following is the order of this unique 
Maundy Thursday service. 


x *K* 


The Vigil of Maundy Thursday 


Candle Light Communion Service 


Commemorating the Passion of the Lord from 
the hour of fellowship in the Upper Room 
to the hour of loneliness in the Garden. 
= Roy C. Helfenstein 


; 
 . 
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CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE 


W. A. Kuntzleman 


““LET THERE BE LIGHT’’ 


Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour’ 


Call to Worship: Psalm 27:1-4 or Isa. 
60: 1-6 
1 Reader: Thy Word, O Lord has bid- 
den us to behold Thy beauty and to 
inquire in Thy Temple. Therefore, 
have we come as inquiring child- 
ren. 


Scripture: Genesis |: 1-5 


Choir: First stanza of ‘‘Thou, Whose 
Almighty Word’’----- 


Thou, Whose Almighty Word 
Chaos and darkness heard, 
And took their flight, 

Hear us, we humbly pray, 

And where the Gospel day 

Sheds not its glorious ray, 

Let there be light! 

I Reader: We light a candle at the re- 
membrance of creation and our own 
creation. (Light candle on table) 

II Reader: (Reads or recites explana- 
tion of first Article of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed: 


“I believe that God has created me 
and all that exists; that he has giv- 
en and still preserves to me my body 
and soul. with all my limbs and sen- 
ses, my reason and all the facul- 
ties of my mind, together with my 
raiment, food, home and family, and 
all my property; that He daily pro- 
vides me abundently with all the 
necessities of life, protects me from 
all danger, and preserves me and 
guards me against all evil; all of 
which He does out of pure, pater- 
nal and Divine goodness and mer- 
cy, without any merit or worthiness 
in me; for all of which I am in duty 
bound to thank, praise, serve and 
obey Him. This is most certainly 
true. 


Scripture Lesson: John 1:1-13 


Choir: Second stanza of ‘‘Thou, Whose 


Almighty Word”’ 
Thou, Who didst come to bring 
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On Thy redeeming wing 
Healing and sight, 

Health to the sick in mina, 
Sight to the inly blind, 

O, now to all mankind 


Let there be light! 


I Reader: We light a candle reminding 


us in thankful devotion that in Jesus 
Christ we have redemption. 
(Light second candle) 


II Reader: Recites or reads explana- 


tion of the second Article of the 
Apostles’ Creed: 


“TI believe that Jesus Christ, true 


God, begotten of the Father from 
eternity, and also true man, born 
of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord; who 
has redeemed me, a lost and con- 
demned creature, secured and deliv- 
ered me from all sins, from death 
and from the power of the devil, not 
with silver and gold, but with His 
Holy and precious blood, and with 
His innocent sufferings and death, 
in order that I might be His, live 
under Him in His Kingdom, and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocense, and blessedness, even 
as He is risen from the dead, and 
lives and reigns to all eternity. This 
is most certainly true.”’ 


Scripture Lesson: Acts 2:1-4 
Choir: Third stanza of ““Thou, Whose 


Almighty Word’’ 
Spirit of truth and love, 
Life-giving, holy dove, 
Speed forth Thy flight! 
Move on the waters’ face, 
Bearing the lamp of grace, 
And in earth’s darkest place 
Let there be light! 


I Reader: We light a third candle re- 


minding us, O God, that Thou didst 
appear as a pillar of fire by day to 
lead Thy people through the wilder- 
ness; Jhou didst visit the hillside 
in a flaming bush to call Thy ser- 
vant; and Thou didst come in the 
fullness of Thy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost. Now Thou dost visit our 

earts, purifying them and makin 
us meet to be called Thy children. 
(Light third candle) 
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II Reader: Reads or recites explana- 
tion of the third Article of the A- 
postles’ Creed: 


“*T believe that I cannot by my own 
reason or strentgh believe in Jesus 
Christ my Lord, or come to Him; but 
the Holy Ghost called me --through- 
the Gospel, enlightened me by His 
gifts, and sanctified and preserved 
me in the true faith; in like manner 
as He Calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church 
on earth, and preserves it in union 
with Jesus Christ in the true faith; 
in which Christian Church He daily 
forgives abundantly all my sins, and 
the sins of all believers, and will 
raise up me and all the dead at the 
last day, and will grant everlasting 
life to me and to all who believe in 


Christ. This is most certainly true.”’ 


Choir: Fourth stanza of hymn ‘‘Thou, 
Whose Almighty Word’’ 


Holy and blessed Three, 
Glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might, 
Boundless as ocean’s tide 
Rolling in fullest pride, 
Through the earth, far and wide, 
Let there be light! 


Scripture: Matthew 5:14-16 


Choir: Humns music to the hymn used as 
they get light from the three burn- 
ing candles and pass it on to the 
worshippers. 


Prayer: Now, Heavenly Father, as our 
candles are touched into life by 
the living flame from Thine altar, 
may the lightin our hands remind us 
of the light entrusted to our care. 
Help us to appreciate that light, to 
treasure it, to care for it, and above 
all, to share it, that the darkness of | 
a We wae pele it. O Lord | 
of all life and light, ever gi 
Thy light. Amen. 4 ee 


Hymn: ‘*The Morning Light Is Breaking”’ J 


Benediction 
KKK K KOK 


Candles may be extineui i : 
. guished or if out-_ 
of-doors, may be placed on the soudacte . 


‘2 
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a large circle or cross and left to burn 
while the worshippers sing or spend mo- 
ments in meditation. 


* * * * OK OK X 


This service can be planned with one 
or a number of readers for the various 
parts and Scripture. 


Worshippers and choir should be given 
unlighted candles before the service be- 
zins and three (3) large candles (unligh- 
ced) should be Pinca on a table or the 
altar to represent the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.....these candles are ligh- 
ced, one by one, as the Scripture & hymn 
stanza indicate. 

This Service may be adapted for use 
during Epiphany, Trinity, or as a ser- 
vice of reconsecration. 


CHURCH FUND 
RAISING 


Because of the remarkable success 
of Dr. Norman E. Nygaard’s correspond- 
ence BUDGET CAMPAIGN for church- 
es and because this is a field in which 
his services are unique, The Exposi- 
tor has decided to join with him in mak- 
ing his service and the service of his 
organization available to churches which 
desire to make substantial increases in 
in Budget Giving. Over a period of three 
years, churches have used his confer- 
‘ence campaign program when they have 
‘sought to make substantial advances in 
‘in stewardship. The entire program is 
conducted by correspondence. Complete 
blueprints, forms, suggested talks, and 
‘sermons are furnished by Dr. Nygaard’s 
organization to any church desiring to 
avail itself of the service. Increases av- 
raged approximately fifty percent. The 
lowest increase recorded was twenty- 
one percent and the largest increase one- 
undred and ten percent. 

The fee for this service is only one 
and one-half percent of the total amount 
pledged. Dr. SU dat will also furnish 
free to every c urch adopting his pro- 
sram the new form of church budget en- 
lope, the Check-o-lope. Check-o-lopes 
not come in cartons but are torn out 
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sear qe resembles an ordinary 
: . y are sel f-sealing and 
provide a complete record of the status 
of one's pledge to the church for the en- 
tire tear. Check-o-lopes are furnished 
on the basis of a set for every pledge 
which is made plus twenty percent more 
sets for anticipated increases in church 
membership. No payment is due until the 
campaign is over. The Expositor will for- 
ward to Dr. Nygaard all inquiries regard- 
Be plan or requests for this service. 
_ Dr. Nygaard has indicated that there 
1S no point in setting up a Budget Cam- 
paign Under His Plan unless a church 
plans on a budget of at least twenty per- 
cent more for its new fiscal year than 
it raised the previous year. The ideal 
advance is in the neighborhood of fifty 
percent. Unless there is an advance in 
the budget planned there is no real need 
for calling upon Dr. Nygaard for his ser- 
vices for any church ought to be able to 
hold its regular level of giving from year 
to year. The service that is offered is 
available to churches of any size with 
budgets of any amount from the little 
church with an average budget of $5, 
000 to a large church with a budget of 
$100,000. The only criterion will be the 
amount of the advance that the church 
plans. 
x eK KK 
For information to help you in consider- 
ing or planning your Fund Raising, fill 
in the coupon and mail. No obligation. 
x KK KO 
Se ee 


Dr. Norman E. Nygaard 
c/o The Expositor 
East Aurora, New York 


Please send full information regarding 
your Budget Campaign. Our church has 
a membership of __raising $ 
annually for church budget and benevo- 
lence purposes. We have in mind  in- 
creasing our budget to $ _______ Our 
campaign will be held beginning —_. 


Name. 


Address 


Cie Cle =e 
Denomination 
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THE GREATEST TEXT 


And The GREATEST SCENE In The BIBLE 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Text: Luke 23:42-43 Lord, renember me 
when Thou comest into Thy king- 
dom. - - And Jesus said unto him, 
‘Verily, I say unto thee, Today 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.’ 


ND what a day that was for the rob- 
At In the morning, sentenced to 

crucifixion and shackled in Pilate’s 
dungeon; at noon, groaning in torment 
and agony on the cross; but before that 
day was over, with Jesus in the peace 
and beauty of Paradise! 

And what a day that was in Heaven! 
I wish I had been there when Peter en- 
tered Heaven; I wish I had been there 
when John, who told us more about the 
beauty and joy of Heaven than any other, 
entered Heaven and saw what he had de- 
scribed; and I wish I had been there al- 
so when Paul entered Heaven, and was 
greeted with the acclaim of all the heav- 
enly host. But the greatest day Heaven 
has seen was the day the Penitent Thief 
came home. 

In this supreme and sublime scene of 
the Bible we behold three wonders: we 
behold a soul who has rejected Christ 
and eternal life passing out into dark- 
ness; we behold a soul who has repented 
taken by Jesus into Paradise; and before 
that blood-stained Cross between the two 
thieves we bow down in wonder and awe 
at the price paid for a thief’s redemption, 
and for ours. 

The centurion barked out the gruff or- 
der to the soldiers, ‘‘Bring out the pris- 
oners.”” That ended the sport the sol- 
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diers were having with Jesus after Pilate 
sentenced Him to be crucified. In the bar- 
racks they had put a scarlet robe on His 
scourged and lacerated shoulders. One 
of the soldiers had run out into the gar- 
den and with his sword lopped off a 
branch of thorn bush, and, twisting it in- 
to a wreath, had pressed it in mockery 
into a crown for the head of Jesus. An- 
other put a reed for a mock scepter in his 
hand; and then, bowing down before Him, 
did mock obeisance, Failing Him as the 
King of the Jews. But now, at the com- 
mand of the centurion, they took off the 
scarlet robe and put on that seamless 
robe that some hands of love had woven 
for Him. 

With Jesus were brought out also two 


robbers and murderers, condemned to die 
for their crimes. On the back of each a 
placard was fixed, according to custom 
describing his crime. On the backs of the 
two thieves the placard read, ‘‘Robber 


and murderer,’’ but on the back of Jesus © 


the placard read, ‘King of the Jews. 
This was Pilate’s last fling at the Jews. 
When they asked him to change it to, ‘‘He 
said, I am the King of the Jews’’, Pilate 


99 


eruffly rejected their appeal, saying, -- — 


“‘What I have written, I have written!’’ 

Now began the March of Death! Jeru- 
salem at the time of the Feast was fill- 
ed with strangers from all parts of the 


world. The highway along which the pro-_ 
cession passed on the way to Calvary — 


was thronged with people eager to look 


upon these three notorious criminalson — 


g 


. 
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their way to crucifixion. In front march- 
od the centurion; next the Roman sol- 
diers- then three condemned, each one 
searing his cross; and then more sol- 
diers. Now and then one of them cracked 
1is whip on the backs of the criminals, 
saying, Faster! Faster! Take it 
Let’s get this over! 

When the crowd presses too near, the 
soldiers, with the flat of their swords, 
shove them back. The spectators taunt 
and jeer the condemned men; but most of 
che jeers and taunts are directed toward 
che one in the center, on whose back is 
he strange placard, ‘‘King of the Jews.’ 
n the crowd, however, there are a few 
who honored and loved Jesus, and some 
»f the women who bewailed and lament- 
=d Him. But Jesus said to them, ““Daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but 
veep for yourselves and for your chil- 
dren.”” 

Somewhere near the city gate, Jesus, 
weakened by loss of blood from the two 
scourgings He had received, first in the 
court of Caiphas, and then in the court 
of Pilate, and battered by blows that had 
seen rained upon Him, staggered and fell 
Jown beneath the weight of His cross. 
The centurian ordered Him to rise- but 
when he saw that He was unable to do so 
he looked about him in the crowd, and, 
nis eyes falling upon a young man who 
had come in from the country to see the 
show, Simon the Cyrenian, he said to him 
“Here, you country jake, pick up that 
cross, or I’ll let you feel the butt end 
of this lance!’’ We wonder if Simon said 
anything to Jesus as he walked by His 


away! 


side? or if Jesus said anything to Simon? _ 


Jid Simon perhaps get a glance, or look, 
from Jesus that made him glad that he 
nad been able to help Jesus carry His 
cross? 


At length the March of Death comes to — 


an end at Calvary; not “‘the green hill 
far away, without the city wall,’’ about 
which we like to sing, but a barren, dis- 
mal hillock in the shape of a skull; hence, 
called Golgotha. There the prisoners are 
stretched each one on his cross, while 
the soldiers with their heavy mallets ar- 
range to drive nails through the hands 
and feet of Jesus. Then,- - - the crosses 
are up-ended while the soldiers tamped 
em down with stones and earth. An opi- 
> of medicated wine is offered the three 
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men; but Jesus does not partake of it. It 
was fortunate for at least one of the two 
thieves that he did not, for had he done 
so, that thief would never have heard the 
wonderful words, ‘‘Today shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise!’ 

When at length they saw Jesus, their 
chief enemy, uplifted on the cross, a cry 
of derision and shout of joy went up from 
scribes, priests and Pharisees. A whirl- 
pool of blasphemy and execration raged 
like a maelstrom around the cross. Now 
behold human nature reaching the climax 
of its infamy and shame! ‘‘Ah, you were 
going to destroy the temple, and build 
it again in three days, were you? What 
about that now? You said you were the 


Son of God. If you are, where now is your 
God? Why does He let you hang here on 
a cross? You saved others; why can’t you 
save yourself? You are a king, are you? 
But if so, where is your crown, for we 

see nothing but a crown of thorns? Where 
is your royal robe? We see only the crim- 
son robe of your blood. They said you 
worked miracles: then give us another 
miracle. They say you raised Lazarus 
from the dead, and the daughter of Jai- 
rus and widow of Nain’s son. How about 
another miracle now, and so save your- 

self from death? You healed the paralyt- 
ic and the leper, and cast the devils out 
of the gadarene. Now can’t you do some- 
thing for yourself? Give us just one more 
miracle! Come down from that cross, and 
then we will believe on you.” 

The two thieves also “cast the same 
in his teeth.’’ “‘If you are indeed a king, 
then prove it! Come down from the cross, 
and we'll be your followers. You'll be 
the king. We, the two thieves, will be 
your prime ministers. What a kingdom 
that will be!”’ 

Both thieves, the evangelist tells us, 
were taunting and cursing Jesus. But, 
now one of them is strangely silent. Af- 
ter a little, he breaks his silence, and 
rebukes his fellow thief. Then he turns, 
as well as he can, his head towards Je- 
sus, and says, ‘‘Lord, remember me when 
Thou comest in Thy Kingdom.’’ And with ~ 
a flame of joy in His face, Jesus answer- 
ed, ‘Today shalt thou be with me in Para 
dise!”’ : 

This sublime scene on the Cross, the 
last ministry of our lord before His death, 
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presents to us the whole truth of the Gos- 
pel of Redemption. Take everything else 
out of the Bible, and still I have some- 
thing left about which I can preach,and 
about which I can sing. In this interview 
between Jesus and the dying robber we 

have set forth, in what the robber said to 
his fellow-robber --Repentance; in what 
the robber said to Jesus --Faith; and in 
what Jesus said to the robber --Salvation! 


I. REPENTANCE 


This robber had been well named, the 
Penitant Thief, for he is the greatest ex- 
ample of repentance in the Bible. We won- 
der what agencies, of all those that are 
at His command, the Holy Spirit used to 
bring this soul to Christ. Perhaps he pon- 
dered earnestly the words of the inscrip- 
tion over the head of Christ which he did 
hear those who were mocking and taunt- 
ing Him repeat, ‘He said He was the King 
of the Jews.’’ Perhaps the thief thought 
to himself, ‘What if he is a King?’ Per- 
haps it was that marvelous prayer of Je- 
sus, “‘Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.’’ It may be that that 
prayer was meant especially for these two 
thieves who were reviling Jesus, for in 
Luke’s narrative of the crucifixion the 
two thieves are mentioned immediately af- 
ter the mention of that prayer. Or perhaps 
when this dying robber heard Jesus men- 
tion His mother, as He said to John, ‘‘Be- 
hold thy mother,’’ he thought of his own 
mother. Who knows? It may be that his 
mother, too, was in the throng about the 
Cross, a sword piercing through her heart 
as well as through the heart of Mary. But 
however done, the great work was done. 


“To one that prayer did grace impart 
He let the other curse; 
The Holy Spirit touched his heart 
And gave him second Birth.”’ 


Great miracles were done at the cross 
---the sun hid its face; the earth reeled; 
the crimson veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom, and the 
graves of dead were opened. But none of 
those wonders in the physical world--- 
can compare with this wonder in the mor- 
al and spiritual world, the repentance of 
the dying robber. It was sincere and gen- 
uine repentance. for he revered God and 
confessed his sin,saying to his brother- 
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thief, ‘“‘Dost thou not fear God, seeing 
thou art in the same condemnation.’’ Al- 
so, there was the acknowledgment of the 
justice of the penalty upon his sin, for 
he said, ‘‘We receive due reward of our 
deeds.’’ The penitent soul never ques- 
tions the righteousness of God’s penalty 
upon sin. He said, “‘We receive the due 
reward of our deeds.’’ He might have 
said something else to his brother thief, 
such as: ‘‘Look at that old Pharisee,- 
the hypocrite, taunting and mocking this 
other man between us, while I am strung 
up here like a wild beast.’’ Or he might 
have said, ‘‘They tell me God is good. 
If he is, then why does he permit meto 
suffer like this, and you too?’’ But in- 
stead of that he bowed humbly before 
the judgment which had fallen upon him. 

Another evidence of the reality of his 
repentance was the witness this dying 
robber made to his fellow thief, when he 
rebuked him for his cursing and blas- 
phemy. After he repented, and before his 
death, this was the one chance this thief 
had to witness to Christ; but he made 
use of that chance. 

It must have been a difficult thing to 
rebuke the other. I am sure the other one 
stopped cursing Jesus and began to curse 
the penitent thief. “‘When did you turn 
preacher.’’ Do you think you have a bet- 
ter score than I do? Suppose we look at 
the record: do you remember that mer- 
chant at Antioch whom you waylaid on 
the bridge and threw into the Orontes 
River? Do you remember that child you 
stole out of the centurion’s villa at Ti- 
berias, and, when we were closely pur- 
sued by soldiers, threw him over the cliff 
into the Sea of Galilee? Do you remem- 
ber that merchant from Damascus whom 
you tortured and mutilated because he 
would not tell you where his treasure was 
hidden? Do you remember the daughter 
of the captain of the guard at Alexandria _ 
whom you defiled, and then abandoned 
to the jackals in the desert? Yes; you 
are a preacher indeed! [’ll tell you what — 
you are- you are a chicken-hearted cow- 
ard and a hypocrite! You will soon find - 
yourself where | shall find myself... in 
the hottest hell; if indeed Satan is will-_ 
ing to admit such a wretch as you into 
his domain.”’ 

But the penitent thief held to his wit- 
ness. I can hear him say, ‘‘Alas, what 


you have said is true. All those crimes 
I did commit; but now I have repented 
and I believe the blood of this One who 
hangs between us can wash away my 
sins, and yours too, if you will turn unto 
Him.’’ Yes, here was true repentance, 
repentance that opens the gate of heav- 
en. 


Il. FAITH 


Now we turn to what the thief said to 
Jesus. What he said to his fellow robber 
shows his repentance. What he said to 
Jesus shows his faith. After he had re- 
buked the other robber, he was silent 
for a little, and then, turning to Jesus, 
said, ‘‘Lord, remember me when thou com- 
est into Thy kingdom.’’ If the thief is 
the greatest example of repentance, he 
is also the greatest example of saving 
faith. The priests, the scribes, the Phari- 
sees, the mob around the Cross, the sol- 
diers, Pilate, Caiaphas, all had voted 
against Jesus; and all his disciples but 
John had forsaken Him. Yet this robber 
hails Him as king and asks for a place in 
His kingdom. 

Those who believed in Jesus before 
He came had the prophets; those who be- 
lieved on Him during His life on earth 
had His miracles and parables; those 
who believed on Him after His death had 
the greater miracle of His resurrection; 
those of us who believe on Him today 
have the Church, the sacraments, and 
the Bible; but this robber had no proph- 
et, no miracle, no parable, no resurrec- 
tion, no sacraments, no Bible, no church; 
yet in a moment of time he comes to the 
heart of the Gospel and throws himself 
on the mercy of the crucified Son of God. 
Although Jesus wore no crown, except 
the thorny crown, and held no scepter ex- 
cept the nail through His hand, and wore 
no royal robe except the crimson robe of 
His bleeding wounds, this robber takes 
Him for a king and asks for a place in 


His Kingdom. 


roe, 


« 


of Jesus when he heard 


such great faith’’; 


Great indeed must have been the joy 
that petition on 
the lips of that penitent sinner. If, as we 
know he did, Jesus liked to salute those 
who had faith; if He said to the centurion 
whose slave He healed,“‘I have not found 
if He said to the Syro- 


_ phoenician woman whose daughter He 


‘ 
4 
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him a place in Thy 


healed, “‘O woman, great is thy faith; 
be it unto thee as thou wilt’’; if He said 
to the woman who touched the hem of 
His garment, “‘Thy faith hath made thee 
whole’; and if He said to the woman who 
was a sinner, and who washed His feet 
with her tears, ‘‘Go in peace; thy sins 
are forgiven; thy faith hath saved thee’’; 

then how His heart must have leaped 
when He heard that prayer on the lips of 
the dying malefactor! To hear that pray- 
er Jesus came to die on the Cross. Now 
He has seen the travail of His soul and 
is satisfied! Now let the sun hide its 

face and thick darkness come down; for 
Him there is no darkness, for He beholds 
the everlasting light in the face of the 
redeemed robber. Now let the priests, the 
scribes, the people,the soldiers, and the 

other thief curse Him and taunt Him! He 

hears themnot. It is another music, and 
a higher, to which He is listening -- the 
song of the angels rejoicing over one sin- 
ner that repenteth. 


Il. SALVATION 


We have heard what the thief said to 
his fellow-thief; his repentance, and what 
he said to Jesus--his faith. Now in what 
Jesus said to the thief we behold his sal- 
vation. He said to Jesus, ‘Remember me 
when thou comest in Thy kingdom.’’ At 
some remote age he hoped that Jesus 
might come and call him out of the sleep 
of death. But to his amazement, Jesus 
answered, Not then, or when, at some far 
distant day, but now-- ‘“Today shalt thou 
be with Me in Paradise.’’ All that the 
thief asked for was to be remembered by 
Jesus; ‘‘Lord, remember me.” It was as 
‘f he had said, “I do not ask fora high 
place in thy kingdom. That I know will 
be given to the patriarchs and prophets 
and the apostles. I do not ask for those 
places. But, Lord, when thou comest, re- 
member this thief, who at the last hour 
repented and called upon Thee, and grant 
kingdom -- even the 
lowest.” But again, to his amazement, 
Jesus answered, “Not the lowest, not 
the humblest place, but with Me, by my 
side, in Paradise. Today shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise.” 

I wonder what the angels were think- 


f they had been watching, as I feel 


ing, 1 
e the great work 


sure they were watching, 
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of atonement and redemption on the cross. 
Perhaps they were wondering whom first 
of all the redeemed Jesus would bring to 
Heaven upon the ground of His death on 
the Cross. Some thought it might be Abra- 
ham, the Father of the Faithful, who saw 
the day of Christ and was glad; others 
thought it might be Moses, who wrote of 
Jesus; others that it might be David, the 
singer of Israel, and the greatest peni- 
tent of the Old Testament; still others 
thought it might be Isaiah, who saw HIS 
glory and spoke of Him; and some, that 
it might be the great forerunner of Jesus, 
John the Baptist, who said, “‘Behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world.’’ But now the debate and won - 
der comes to an end, for the sentinel an- 
gel returns from his watch with great tid- 
ings, and cries, “Lift up your heads, O 
ye gates, for the King of Glory is return- 
ing, and he brings with him as the first 
trophy of His cross, not Abraham, not 
Moses, not David, not Isaiah, not John 
the Baptist, but a thief and robber who 
repented on the cross.’’ When the Father 
heard that, He left His throne, and, like 
the Father of Jesus’ great parable, went 
out to the gate to meet the lost son; and 
as He did so, He said to all the heaven - 
ly host: ‘‘Bring forth the best robe, and 
a ring on his hand; and shoes on his feet, 
for this my son was dead, but is alive; 
he was lost and is found.”’ 

Still, there is only one way to enter 
paradise. I asked David how he got in; 
I asked Isaiah how he got in; I asked Pe- 
ter and john and Paul how they got in; 
I asked the martyrs how they got in; and 
I asked my godly father and mother how 
they got in; and all answered, “I came 
by the way of the Penitent Thief.”’ 

The Polish astronomer, Copernicus, 
was a great scientise and a great mathe- 
matician. His wripings and investigations 
changed man’s conception of the uni- 
verse. When Copernicus lay dying atFrau- 
enberg, his great work, ““The Revolution 
of the Heavenly Bodies,”’ just off the 
press, was laid in his arms. But when 
he came to face life’s ultimate fact, and 
step out into the unknown, Copernicus 
did not think of himself as an astronomer, 
or a scientist, or one of the world’s most 
learned men, but only as a sinner who 
put his trust in the work of Christ on the 
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Cross. On his grave today you can read 
the epitaph which he wrote himself, and 
is ‘‘Lord, I do not ask the kindness Thou 
didst show to Peter, | do not dare to ask 
the grace Thou didst grant to Paul; but, 
Lord, the mercy thou didst show to the 
dying robber, that mercy show to me. 
That earnestly I crave.’’ 
Have you, too, craved it? 


VICTORIOUS 
GLADNESS 


_JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


Text: Acts 16:25 -- But about midnight 
Paul and silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 


[Th power of song is proverbial! 


There is a magic in it which can 

charm the heart out of its most sul- 
len moods. There are songs that have 
won battles. There are songs that have 
led crusades, gathering up into them the 
spirit of the movement and giving it the 
power to renew the heart. A nation’s 
character is expressed, if not in part al- 
so molded, by the songs it sings. ‘‘Give 
me the making of the nation’s songs,”’ 
someone has said, 
makes its laws.’”’ 


“One man with a dream at pleasure 
Shall go forth and conquer a crown, 
And three with a new song’s measure 
Can trample a kingdom down.”’ 


But never were there more wonderful 
results following from a song than from 
this of our text: ‘‘About midnight Paul 
and Silas were praying and singing hymns 
to God, and the 
to them.’’ And then the Scripture goes 
on to say, “‘and immediately all doors 
were opened and every one’s fetters un- 
fastened.”’ 

Now it appears a trifling thing for the 


“and I care not who ~ 


prisoners were listening | 


il 


writer of this story to mention that ‘‘the — 


prisoners were listening to them.’ It 
seems such an obvious thing to say. How 
could they help hearing them when the 
song of Paul and Silas rang through the 
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quiet prison chamber at midnight? The 
difficulty, one would imagine, would be 
mot to hear them? It seems so obvious 
that we feel the writer of the story would 
not have put it there at all unless there 
had been something remarkable in the 
fact. The exciting events of the night - 
the earthquake, and the bursting prison 
doors, and the conversion of the jailer, 
- - all these remarkable events would 
have hidden from the writer’s mind a lit- 
tle fact like this if he had not felt it wor- 
thy of note, 

*““And the prisoners were listening to 
them!’’ When we look into these words 
we find a deeper meaning. Some of the 
prisoners, no doubt, must have cursed 
‘the singers, and said, ‘‘Why don’t they 
shut up and give us what peace we can 
get in this filthy hole?’’ Others must 
have said, “‘Well, I hand it to anybody 
who can sing at all in this place; it does 
you good to hear them.”’ And just a few, 
perhaps, understood the foreign-sound- 
ing words of these two men, Paul and 
Silas, and saw something beyond them 
which defied the language-barrier and 
brought them the first words they had 
ever heard of the Good News of God’s 
redeeming love in Jesus Christ. 

Whatever it was that struck these men 
in Paul and Silas’s singing, they were 
interested; they were listening with the 
minds enlisted, giving themselves up 
with attention. That is the meaning of 
‘the Word. It does not mean a mere cas- 
ual hearing, a mere sensation. And it 
has still deeper meaning. In the —reek 
of the Bible it is only used in one other 
place, where Samuel charges Saul with 
lack of perception of the voice of God. 
Can we not A the conclusion, then, 
that these prisoners were listening as 
‘men listen to the voice of God, with all 
their hearts attune for some message of 
God, with their conscience quick for sone 
word of truth; in a word, with all the se- 
‘eret barriers down by whick men are ac- 
‘eustomed to shut out God? This incident 
recorded by Luke, we may well take to 
be the first instance on record of evan- 
gelism conducted by Christians through 
singing, and the picture Luke draws is 
worth thinking about. “About midnight 
Paul and Silas were praying and sing- 
ng hymns to God and the prisoners were 
istening to them.”’ 
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I. To begin with, it is worth noting 
that they sang in the prison at all. It is 
about the last place one would have cho- 
sen to sing in the last hour of time to 
sing, and the last kind of attitude for 
singing. 

Paul and Silas were in prison, shack- 
led. They had preached the Gospel at 
Philippi, and the Gospel had collided 
with the economic interests of an un- 
savory little group who were making a 
good thing of the ravings of a half-crazy 
girl whom they were giving out to be a 
prophetess. On their information Paul 
and Silas were arrested and punished 
under security regulations. ““These men 
are Jews and are disturbing our city.”’ 
Shamefully manhandled and held up to 
public contempt, the two adventurers find 
themselves locked in chains in the pris- 
on. Next they are singing hymns. And, 
as James Reid has suggested, that was 
‘“‘one of the most triumphant moments of 
New Testament Christianity.”’ 

It would be worth much to know what 
they did sing. We may well believe they 
sang psalms. I cannot but believe they 
they sang this: 


“I wait for the Lord, my soul doth 
wait, and in His word to [ hope; 
My soul waiteth for the Lord more 
than they that watch for the morn- 
ing; 
I a8 more than they that watch 
for the morning; 


‘Tet Israel hope in the Lord; for with 
the Lord there is mercy, and with 
Him is plentious redemption. 


“And He shall redeem Israel from all 
his_sins. 3 

And then, perhaps, they aid Let 
God arise, and let His enemies be scat- 
tered,” and ‘‘Great is the Lord. and--- 
greatly to be praised,’’ and all the old 
hymns they could remember, And, I sup- 
pose, they sang them with that new song 
that Jesus had put into their mouth, for 
Christ crucified and risen had shown 
them the truth and the power that lay in 
these venerable words. 

They had been flung into a prison to 
keep them from presets Be soundly 
beaten, and their feet locked fast inthe 
stocks. And in that condition, at mid- 
night, Paul and Silas sang praises unto 
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God. The same kind of thing must have 
happened often. Those first century de- 
voted Christians were accustomed to a 
hymn of praise in all kinds of situations. 


And that is what Faith ought to do for 


us; it ought to give us power to sing in 


all sorts of devastating , difficult circum- 


stances. 

It is easy enough to be happy in pleas- 
ant circumstances, when life is sunny, 
bright and everything is going well. The 
man who cannot rejoice in the beauty of 
the world around him and the glad and 
eracious gift of life, when the sun is 
shining and he has home, work and loy- 
al friends, is a churlish creature, or, per- 
haps there is something wrong with his 
health, - body or mind. But to sing in a 
dungeon, and at midnight, when happi- 
ness is a victory and cheerfulness is a 
miracle, then it is the special gift and 
grace of Christianity. ‘For we glory in 
tribulations also.”’ “Count it all joy 
when he fall into divers trials.”” “‘As 
sorrowful. yet always rejoicing.” 
is a Christian secret - the serenity and 
gladness of faith; and more, the exuber- 
ance and buoyancy of faith, so that it 
can sing in a dungeon, even joke on a 
scaffold, and shout a challenge into the 
face of death. 

That kind of spirit is a characteristic 
product of Christian faith; though one 
could hardly say it is showing that prod- 
uct today. Some of us have gotten into 
the dumps in spite of our Christian faith- 
- - some, one fears, because of their a- 
vowed Christianity - mistaking solem- 
nity for seriousness, and a careworn- 
look for a deep interest in the salvation 
of others. Here were two men who had 
given up everything because Christ had 
filied them with a passionate longing to 
preach the gospel to all sorts of people 
they had never seen; these people took 
them and flung them into a prison, and 
their faith so kindled in that prison that 
they burst into singing and were indeed 
joyfully triumphant. Let us get hold of 
the fact that this is the genuine spirit 
of New Testament Christianity. ‘‘The 
true saint is always hilarious.’’ Faith 
in Jesus Christ is able to make a man 
independent of circumstances and super- 
ior to his surroundings. He escapes not 
from the prison in the first place, but in 
the prison. “About midnight Paul and 
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Silas were praying and singing hymns 
to God.”’ 

Il. “‘And the prisoners were listening 
to them.’’ They had an unseen audience. 
They did not know the prisoners were 
listening. They were not thinking of the 
prisoners at all. They were thinking of 
God and His goodness and His uncon- 
querable and all-providing love. But all 
the time the prisoners were listening to 
them. 

Our unseen audience is one of life’s 
most familiar facts. We cannot do any- 
thing, say anything, but others watch 
us, noting our bearing, taking stock of 
our conduct and our whole attitude to all 
life. We may not know it; they may not 
know it themselves. Consciously or un- 
consciously the one half of the world is 
playing eaves-dropper to the other half. 
It is the basis of that tremendous fact of 
influence whereby something is. always 
going out of us, if not to mold the lives 
of others, at least to shape the world in 
which others have to live. 

When a great politician addresses a 
meeting, be it large or small, he knows 
that his biggest audience is beyond him, 
among people he has never seen, who are 
waiting none the less for his message. 
It is with this responsibility in his mind 
that he speaks, or ought to speak. But 
this is true of every one of us. We have 
our unseen audience. There are people - 
yes, people taking their cue for living 
from us. There are some whose attitude 
to the highest things is partly being de- 
cided by us. There are people who are 
taking their view of Jesus Christ from 
what they see in us, not consciously per- 
haps, but by the secret process which — 
goes on all the time. We cannot “‘break 
the bonds which God decreed to bind.’ 
We cannot insulate the current of our in-_ 
fluence on others. + 

Furthermore, what gave this unseen 
audience the hearing ear and made them” 
listen so keenly was the fact that they 
were fellow-prisoners. They were suffer-- 
ing the same fate- they were chafing un-_ 
der the same bonds. That suffering gave 
them a quickened interest. They were 
keen to know if Paul and Silas had any 
light on the situation. They were eager 
to learn what it was that made them 
cheerful in prison, what the secret of th 
strange, victorious thrill in their sing- 
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ng? It was more than curiosity that made 
ihem listen; it was need and sympathy. 

It matters not what be our lot of hard- 
thip or trouble, we are never alone. Al- 
vays, there are our fellow-prisoners, and 
heir fellow-feeling keys up their inter- 
est until the slightest suggestion that 
jouches their trouble will set their heart- 
ttrings throbbing. Have you ever noticed 
cow a man who has some illness will 
isten if you tell him of just such anoth- 
rr case as his? It matters not what our 
iifficulty, or temptation, or loss, we are 
eever alone; there are others all around 
ss in the same prison-house of sorrow 
pr gloon, and that fact makes them lis- 
sen to us. It opens their ear. It focuses 
neir interest. 

What a chance this reveals to us of 
eelping others! What a bracing challenge 
+t throws to us in our suffering! What a 
ecoble responsibility! Whatever hardship 
\ife gives us to bear there are others a- 
#out us whose ears are tense with inter- 
«st and whose hearts are sensitive with 
pain. They are looking to us to catch the 
rnspiration of our spirit. Have we a be- 
setting temptation? There are others with 
rust that fight to make, and they are al- 
ways alert to see how we carry oursel- 
ves. Are we mourning? Here is another 
»n tears, and he is looking for a strong 
aand to lead him through the valley of 
the shadow. Have we a cross to bear? 
Some other one is near us on that stony 
ath, looking for the light upon our face. 
:n whatever prison life has put us, we 
are never alone. The prisoners are lis- 
cening to us. 

If Paul and Silas had done nothing by 
their singing but to put heart into these 
men they would have done good service. 
Ifo make the prison ring with melody, to 
bring gladness into tired eyes and new 
hope into sullen and discouraged ‘lives 
- surely that is a great ministry, the very 
-ninistry of Jesus Christ. None of us, 
probably, realize how muchwe can do for 
the world about us just by sunny glad- 
‘ess and a cheerful spirit. ‘“The day 
vas dark and gloomy,’’ some one wrote 
sn the then Boston Herald, “‘but Phillips 
Brooks came down Newspaper Row and 
all was bright.”’ 

_ Whatever happens to us, let us try to 
ng off the weeds of self-pity and put 
. the King’s uniform of sel f-forgetful- 
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ness, ex changing ‘the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness,’’ and, uncon- 
Sclous to ourselves, the midnight gloom 
will be shattered for some other afflict- 
ed ones, even as Paul and Silas sang 
praises unto God, and the prisoners then 
heard them. 

That is how the world is going to be 
redeemed. Men are not going to be argued 
into goodness; they are going to be won 
into it. They are not going to be lectured 
into the Kingdom; they are going to be 

called’’ into it, called irresistibly by 
the worth of lives which are the product 
of faith in Christ. Perhaps our prison is 
deep and dark, our case is bitter,and our 
life is lonely. How can we reach this 
faith which sings in a dungeon? How do 
we get this plant which blooms in the 
dark? “‘How can we sing the Lord’s song 
in a strange land?”’ 

The great secret is a new look at that 
love of God in Jesus which is ours in 
Him, a love which is victorious over 
everything, a love which appoints our 
every situation and gives us grace to 
find in it redeeming task or some deep- 
ening experience and some new discov- 
ery of His truth and love. There is no 
strange land for the man who has dis- 
covered that God is love and God is ev- 
erywhere. The surface look of things, a- 
las, may be depressing, but the same 
challenging, comforting voice is still in 
our ear, the same purpose is at work. 
And the deeper the darkness, the stern- 
er the circumstances, the more oppor- 
tunity there is for the triumph of faith. 
And the more perfectly will we be able 
to help others whom suffering has swept 
within the orbit of our influence. 

One thing is sure; if we live near to 
Christ and catch His Spirit in everything, 
we will never lack an audience whatever 
our limitations or our defects; and what 
is more important, we will never lack an 
influence. Never a life lived in the King- 
dom, never a brave word spoken, never a 
true stand made, but finds its mark in 
God’s good time, in His own way. 

"1 breathed a song into the air; 

It fell to earth I know not where, 

For who bas sight so keen and strong 

That it can follow the flight of song, 

But that song at last, from beginnibg to end, 


I found again in the heart of a friend.”’ 
Saith the Lord God. '"My word shall not return 


unto Me void.”” 
ee) 
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FANFARES 


ALM SUNDAY is one of the most dan- 

gerous days in the calendar of the 

Christian Church. It is dangerous be- 
cause we are apt to be carried away with 
the tumult and the shouting, but let our 
allegiance to Jesus go no deeper than 
this. So, Palm Sunday, and Easter, are 
dangerous. Many people will join in the 
cries of Hosanna, and claim the promi- 
ses of Easter’s empty tomb--- and two 
weeks later they may be found mowing 
their lawn at eleven o’clock on Sunday 
morning! The tumult and the shouting 
will be done, and religious duties can 
be forgotten for another year! 

Fanfare is not enough. When we recog- 
nize the lasting significance of this sea- 
son we must do more than acclaim Him 
for a moment; we must obey Himand serve 
Him forever. 

On Palm Sunday we need to examine 
our own relationship to Jesus Christ. 
The crowds swarmed around Him, wav- 
ing palm branches inwild acclaim as He 
made His triumphal entry into the city. 
Yet within afew days they had deserted 
Him, and He went to His cross as one 
who was abandoned and despised. Their 
fanfare was far from sufficient. 

The same is true for us! It is a fine 
thing to sing the hosannas which ring 
with such jubilant faith, but the real ques- 
tion is, Do we honestly hold that faith 
in our hearts? Too frequently outward 
religious practice and inner unbelief go 
hand in hand. We need to reflect upon 
these aspects of our relationship to Him, 
recognizing that anthems of emptiness 
are not enough. 

Above all,we mustbelieve in His Diety. 
Doubtless this was one of the failures 
of the milling multitude who hailed Him. 
They thought He was a king; they look- 
ed for an earthly regime of grandeur and 
splendor which would restore their na- 
tion to its place in the sun. But they 
could not have had a fundamental con- 
viction of the real deity of Jesus or they 
would have remained faithful even unto 
death. 

This is a basic assumption: when we 
believe in His deity, we act differently. 
It is one thing to serve an earthly mas- 
ter; it is quite another to serve the Lord 


Page 58 


ARE NOT ENOUGH! 


WILLIAM GODDARD SHERMAN 


God. Our whole response is different. 

Think of Thomas. He knew that Jesus 
had some unusual powers, but Thomas 
had not been convinced of Christ’s real 
nature. Had he honestly thought that Je- 
sus was God he would not for a moment 
have doubted the Resurrection. But af- 
ter he had reached forth his hand to touch 
the flesh of the risen Saviour he threw 
himself before Him crying, ‘““My Lord and 
my God.” He acted differently! He could 
not help but respond in a different man- 
ner when he became aware of the true na- 
ture of his Lord. Certainly the same is 
true for us. When we believe in Christ’s 
deity we respond to His call in a differ- 
ent manner. 

It is just here that so much of our fan- 
fare has been mockery. We frequently 
sing of His greatness and glory, acknowl- 
edge in song that He is Lord of all. Yet 
in our devotion to Him we are frequent- 
ly so superficial. Many regard Him as a 
great teacher, but fail to see Him as God _ 
incarnate. Fanfares are not enough. Ours 
must be the devotion of Thomas, who rec- 
ognized the nature of His being, and re-_ 
sponded as one must respond to that fact. 

Moreover, if we recognize His deity, 
then His words take on meaning and au- 
thenticity. Jesus condemned those who 
‘cried, Lord, Lord, but failed to abide by — 
His teaching. This surely is one of the 
most legitimate criticisms of Christians 
today. 3 

A statement is no more significant in 
meaning than the authority behind it.If— 
a man is in the habit of lying, and is gen-- 
erally known as being untrustworthy, his 
statements cannot carry weight nor com- 
man respect. This is the reason we have ~ 
so little faith in the promises of Com- < 
munists today. We know their attitude 
towards truth and falsehood. We are fa-— 
miliar with their method of altering facts 
to suit their purpose. Their own actions 
have undermined their authority and au-_ 
thenticity of their words. 

Our reaction to the commands of Je- 
sus must be determined by His authority. 
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if He was only an idle dreamer trying to 

set a crackpot scheme into motion, then 

we are under no obligation to follow Him. 
if He had been one who was inclined to 
be somewhat careless with the truth, we 
would not need to bother ourselves over 
His words. On the other hand, if He is 
God, then His words are life itself to us, 
and when He commands us we have no 
alternative but to obey. Yet it is here 
that we fail abysmally, for even the most 
devout among us would have to acknowl- 
edge a constant wandering from His will. 

Fanfares are not enough. We must be- 
lieve in His deity, and allow that belief 
to control our every action. 

This brings us to a second aspect: hon- 
est acclaim which goes beyond empty fan- 
fare must make us subservient to His will. 

What is the core of your world? Your 
answer to that question is also the an- 
swer to the question about your devotion 
to Jesus Christ. Is He the central point 
of your planning, so that your entire life 
is built around your desire to follow Him? 
Or is your Christian faith being used as 
a steppingstone to more prestige and se- 
curity for yourself? What is the core of 
your world: God’s will, or your own? 

A man went to his pastor and asked 
for a transfer of membership to a church 
of another denomination in his community 
ity. When the minister inquired as to the 
reason, the man replied, ‘Well, preach- 
er, I'll tell you. I’ve been a member of 
this church for almost seven months, and 
I haven’t had $300 worth of business from 
this congregation.’’ Here was a man to 
whom his church meant nothing except a 
business contact. A steppingstone to 
prosperity! The core of his world was 
his own selfish interest, and he was us- 
ing the Kingdom of God to cater to that 
interest. 

Unfortunately,we are seeing the Church 
itself transfer this ‘‘core of interest’’ from 
God to the individual. The most popular 
sermons today are those which are some- 
times classed as psychological sermons, 
the ‘‘how to’ brand of homiletics which 
makes man, instead of God, the center 
of interest. 

Now, it surely is to be hoped that our 

eople find something in our sermons 
which will enable them to face life un- 
afraid. But one wonders if we are justi- 


fied in reducing the Gospel of Christ to 


February, 1956 


g 


LOOKING FOR THE 


right illustration? 


or Profession 


Wee cae 


ILLUSTRATIONS 
FOR SPECIAL DAYS 


edited by Charles L. Wallis 


This practical anthology con- 
tains 1,00! usable _ illustrations 
arranged by the special days and 
seasons most widely observed in 
civil and church calendars. 


This arrangement, coupled with 
the two extensive indexes — one 
by authors and one by subjects — 
makes the stories and quotations 
quickly accessible whether you are 
seeking a story about a certain 
subject, a specific person, or for 
a special occasion. 


Here is a handy reference aid 
for every speaker — a practical, 
time-saving tool to help in speak- 
ing more effectively! Published 


February 6. $3.50 


at all bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 


Page 59 


1,001 Stories for Church, 
School, Club, Business, 


HI4mMO 


Page Ve. Kyoly / 


When a low cost policy, already popular, is 
reduced, the news should be shouted from the 
Incredible as it seems, the Pres- 


NS 


( 


Ces 


a il 


housetops. 
byterian Ministers’ Fund has lowered the cost 
of its lowest priced policy. Any male clergy- 
man or student for the ministry may apply for 
the Whole Life Special Five Plan. At age 25, 
$5000.00 will cost only $30.95 annually. For 
applicants up to age 35 no examination is 
required for the first $5000.00 policy. 


239 Years of Service 


Dividends will be earned on this contract! At 
the end of 5 years it will become an Ordinary 


Life policy at 


increased cost, but without 


medical examination. 


Send for application at once to: 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS' 


a scheme which teaches us howto “‘win 
friends and influence people.’’ A sermon 
title I saw just recently sums it up:-- 
“How to Get What You Want From God.”’ 
Isn't it just possible that we are tryin 
to “‘use’’ God to accomplish our own Pip 
fish desires, when our proper attitude 
should be one which permits the Almigh- 
ty to use us as implements in His hands 
to do His will? 

Our Lord gave us the principle upon 
which we must act. “If any man would 
come after me let him deny himself...” 
There is the heart of the Christian Gos- 
pel-a devotion and obedience which goes 
beyond the fanfare of Palm Sunday. It is 
a dying to self which is required before 
we can begin to live at all. Except a 
grain of corn fall into the ground and Die 
.--’” He that loseth his life shall find 
That Christianity which acclaims Christ- 
as a means of achieving success for our 
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fares which find their full expression 
in these empty acclaims, but leave the 
Kingdom’s work undone. 

Where were the Palm Sunday crowds in 
the tragic hours of Calvary? If they were 
present at all when the Saviour met Ilis 
death they were afraid to show their (3 
ces for fear they might suffer a similar 
fate. They were fair weather friends. 

The same description is all too fit- 
ting for many present- day Christians. If 
the Church is prospering, their allegiance 
is certain- But when the way is rough 
these folléwers desert. Many there are — 
who unite with the Church only for the © 
blessings they may derive for themsel- — 
ves, but who do not intend to assume any 
responsibility. 

Jesus said, ‘“‘If ye love me, keep my ~ 
commandments.”’ The real test of our ho- © 
sannas is our devotion to the task which 
He lays upon us. And let no one say he 


was not aware that there is a task! To ac- | 
cept Christ as Saviour is also to accept — 
the responsibility for establishing His — 
Kingdom. Allen Knight Chalmers puts it 
this way: “Until everyone is redeemed, 
no one is redeemed.’’ We have not a - 


own aims is at the outset destined to 
fail. This kind of fanfare is not enough 
The acclaim that pleases God is that 
which indicates our surrender and obedi- 
ence to His will above all else. 

Finally, we need to go beyond the fan- 
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vanced beyond the empty fanfares until 
we have begun to work for the redemp- 
tion of the world. 

The King they heralded with such cer- 
emony was the same One who took a tow- 
el and washed the feet of His disciples. 
King of kings and Lord of Lords. Yet He 
took a towel! He humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. 

These are the real marks of our devo- 
tion: humility, compassion, obedience, 
Service. Notonly the hosannas we pro- 
claim with our lips, but the deeds of love 
and mercy that we perform with heart and 
hand. Fanfares are not enough! We must 
love Him, obey Him, and serve Him, even 
unto the end. 


ROAD TO 


SPIRITUAL COMPANIONSHIP 
W. A. KUNTZLEMAN 
Text: Luke 24:13 - And, behold, two of 


them went that same day to a vil- 
lage called Emmaus, which was 
from Jerusalem about threescore 
furlongs. 
WO men, one nameless and the other 
i called Cleopas, were walking along 
the road toward the village of Em- 
maus about seven of eight miles from 
Jerusalem. Their minds were strange- 
ly preoccupied with the strange happen- 
ings of three days before. A third per- 
son approaches from a side lane and 
joins them. He falls in step with them 
but then continue unaware of his pres- 
ence. Stepping along together, the stran- 
ger gradually enters the conversation. 
‘What kind of strange talk is this that 
I hear from you? From the expressions 
of your faces, it would appear as though 
something tragic has happened here- 
abouts.’’ ‘“‘Are you a stranger here--- 
don’t you know what has happened in 
Jerusalem these past days?’’ they an- 
swered. ‘‘What things?’’ And they said 
unto him, ‘‘Concerning Jesus of Naza- 
reth, which was a prophet, mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the 
people.’? From there they quickly told 
of all the strange events of Good Fri- 
day and the Easter morning. 
Before that walk is ended, the three 
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Twelve vivid biblical portraits, painted 
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From the spiritual 
diary of 
FRANK C. LAUBACH 


“Learning the 
Vocabulary of God” 


Pages from Dr. Laubach’s diary at 
a time when he was trying to give 
God every minute of every waking 
hour of every day. Through such 
discipline he hoped to learn the 
language of God. For those who are 
in earnest in the matter of truly 
knowing God—even His vocabulary 
—this is a must in reading. 


35 cents per copy. Three copies 
$1.00. Twelve for $3.50. Order from 
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are no longer strangers, but familiar 
friends. They are companions of a com- 
mon cause. Theirs is the road of spirit- 
ual companionship. This road is clear- 
ly marked by: -- 

Open Eyes - “‘But their eyes were 
holden that they should not know Him.”’ 
Isn’t that the trouble with much of the 
world? With many people? Having eyes 
they see not. It reminds us of the ser- 
vantof Elisha who, when he sawthe en- 
emy surrounding them, exclaimed in fear, 
““Alas, my master, how shall we do? Our 
end is at hand.’’ Flisha replied most 
bravely, “‘Open your eyes and see.”’ 
When he looked he saw the mountains 
were full of horses and chariots of fire. 
Up to that moment the servant saw noth- 
ing but the formidable enemy. In that in- 
stance, it was fear that blinded him. In 
the case of the disciples, it appears to” 
have been saddness and gloom which 
made them unresponsive to Christ as 
He approached. 

They evidently were preoccupied with 
their truths. Being too preoccupied with 
things has a way of blinding us to the 
right things. A man may be so busy with 
his job that he doesn’t see what is hap- 
pening to his own family. A man may be 
so preoccupied with his pleasures that 
he fails to see what is happening in his 
community. A man may be so preoccupied 

. with the world and its ways that he fails 
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to see Christ at his very elbow. The cli- 
max of this story comes as we are told 
‘‘And their eyes were opened and they 
knew Him.’’ The road to spiritual com- 
panionship is marked also by: 

Believing Hearts --‘Then He said to 
them, ‘O fools, and slow of heart to be- 
lieve all that prophets have spoken’,”’ 
Companionship with Christ is always a 
matter of ‘‘believing,’’ “‘of faith.’’ Life 
ought to teach us that much. Can two 
persons get along well and companion- 
ably except there is mutual trust, except 
they believe in each other? 

Recall how Jesus spoke to Martha at 
at the time her brother, Lazarus, lay 
dead. ‘‘Said I not unto thee, that if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see 
the glory of God?’’ The glory of God is 
only enjoyed by those who have faith in 
Him. 

To aid us in having believing hearts, 
He gave us help — Moses and the Proph- 
ets -- the law and the Prophets. “‘If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they believe aie one arose from 
the dead.”’ 

Why did Jesus begin at Moses and the 
prophets and explain to them all things 
concerning Himself? Because they did 
not believe. Because Moses and the 
Prophets are background and channels 
by which faith is engendered. Is that 
not where we must begin for our time and 
for our world? To start with the proph- 
ecies and promises made in the dawn 
of God’s revelation, by repetition and 
repetition, holding them before our chil- 
dren until they see Christ Himself as 
the fulfillment of them all. Cut these 
away and Christ is like a branch ofa 
tree cut away from the trunk. 

This is not always easy for at times 
we do this and still the believing is 
slow and difficult. It is slow and tedious. 
growth, but Scripture assures us that 
though faith be as small as a grain of: 
mustard seed, it is the channel by which 
the power and glory of God becomes 
ours. Then the road-to spiritual compan- 
ionship is marked also by: 

Hospitable Homes - ‘‘And He made as” 
though He would have gone further, but. 
they constrained Him, saying, ‘Abide 
with us for it is toward evening and the 
day is far spent,’ and He went in to tarry 
them.’’ You notice He went in only upon — 
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The Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church, 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Glenn A. Bickerstaff, Architect 


The character of workmanship displayed in 
the seating and chancel appointments in the 
Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church of 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, are a 
reflection of the taste, talent, and respect of 
MANITOWOC craftsmen. Years of devotion 
to such ideals assures you of seating and chancel 
furnishings that become the embodiment of the 
character an dspirit of your church. You will 
find that MANITOWOC Church Furniture 
Company offers you conscientious cooperation, 
efficient methods of manufacture, and a product 
made from materials unsurpassed for their 
purpose. 

We invite your inquiry. 
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avitation. Jesus never intruded. Nor 
oes He now. In the home of Mary and 
nd Martha. He was an ever welcome 
uest. So in the home of Peter and Zach- 
eus. 

Then came the climax. In friendly hos- 
itality, He ate with them, and in the 
reaking of bread they knew Him as the 
isen Lord. No wonder their hearts burn - 
d strangely on the way as He explained 
he Scripture to them. Brethren, the key 
» real religious life in America, is the 
ome. Not somebody else’s home, but 
our home and my home. Is the Christ a 
elcome guest? Is His presence and 
pirit felt and exercised? The Church 
y»day is helpless without the home as 
1e center of power. Companionship with 
‘hrist is not something just to exercise 
ithin the confines of the Church build- 
ig. It is a constant living enjoyment. 
lappy is he who has the Christ as his 
uest always. : 

During the days of the depression, a 
oung couple, radiantly happy, opened 
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the doors of their home and gave several 
rooms to help another young couple who 
were having a rather difficult time finan- 
cially. They lived together for some 
months. Neither couple had much to live 
on, but they lived. The one couple seem- 
ed to bear up well, were happy and hope- 
ful, whereas the other seemed to droop 
in spirits and became a very unhappy 
couple. One day the pastor spoke to the 
happy couple and asked them, “‘How do 
you do it? How do you carry on so nobly 
in such difficult times?’’ 

Quickly came the open answer, ‘‘Oh 
we have resources.’’ Had you known 
John and Edith, you would have under- 
stood what they meant. No, not money in 
the bank --- they had debts - bills to pay 
and sickness to care for, but they were 
radiant because they had spiritual re- 
sources. They had a vital companionship 
with Christ. They enjoyed it because 
they had Open Eyes, Believing Hearts, 
and a Hospitable Home. 
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53 Years as a Pioneer Preacher 


Autobiography of . 


Peter Cartwright 


Inixeejuction by Charles L. Wallis 


Peter Cartwright, 
frontier preacher from 
1803 to 1856, saw great 
change on the American 
frontier, was one of the 
earliest and best-known 
circuit riders. This book 
is a lively commentary 
on the times; a valuable 
sourcebook of Methodist 
history, and a thrilling 
account of the spreading 
of the Gospel. Published 


February 6 $3.75 


at all bookstores ABINGDON PRESS 


MY NEIGHBOR 


Text: Luke 10:29 “‘And who is my neigh- 
bor?’’ 


Two cart-drivers in China were try- 
ing to get up a muddy hill. Each driv- 
ers cart was stuck in the mud, almost 
side by side. Hach man was beating his 
own scrawny horse, but the wheels were 
stuck fast. Along came an American. “‘Hi, 
why don’t you unhitch one horse, and 
hitch him to the other cart?’’ he asked. 
““The two horses might get the cart out 
of the mud,” The cart drivers were as- 
tonished. They had never thought of that! 
But they did as was suggested, and sure 
enough they both got to the top of the 
hill. That true story, told by a mission- 
ary, shows two things at once. One is 
that the countries where Christianity has 
had a chance to get around, some sim- 
ple Christian ideas get taken for granted 
such as helping your neighbor stb he 
is in trouble. The other is that where 
Christianity is unknown, even so sim- 
ple a thing as getting together to pull 
out of the mud, comes as a strange, new 
idea. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


WHY DISASTER? 


Text: Psalm 46:10 “‘Be still, and know 
that I am God: I will be exalted among 
the heathen, I will be exalted in earth.’” 


This writer has been in contact with 
members of the Moravian Church who live 
in the area of Pennsylvania so hard hit 
by the disastrous floods of last summer. 
These folks have suffered great person- 
al loss, many of them, and the churches 
which they attend have been badly dam- 
aged by the elements. Not a few of the 
good people have asked, “Why? If God 
is a God of love, why did He allow this 
to happen?’’ We have sought the answer 
from shies most authoritative source, the 
Word of God, and in Psalm 46, so well 
known because of its association with 
Luther’s great Hymn, “‘A Mighty For- 
tress,’’ we found the answer. There it 
is written, ‘“‘Be still, and know that I 
am God: I will be exalted among the hea- 
then, I will be exalted in the earth.’ It 
is necessary for the Almighty, upon oc- 
casion, to remind His creatures of His 
omnipotence, for He is so frequently neg- 
lected and even forgotten in their ways. 
Disaster, even resulting in the death of 
some, is an essential reminder to mul- 
titudes that God is still upon the throne 
of the universe. It is a call to all of us 
to heed His exhortation through the psa- 
mist: ‘‘Be still and know that I am God.” 


WHAT PRICE? 


Text: Luke 4:16 “‘He went to the syna- 
gogue, as was his custom.”’ 


It was a drab shop on an alley in the 
poor section of the city, but a passerby 
stopped to stare into its little window. 
Behind the glass was jumbled together 
an array of used merchandise-- skates, 
cameras, guns, jewelry, knives, saws, 
hammers, clothing, household effects.’ 
Attached to each item was the price tag, 
showing the appraised value of the ob- 
ject. Directly in the center of the crowd- 
ed display, an item mounted on a piece 
of white cardboard attracted the atten- 
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ion of the passerby. It was a church- 
cchool pin. The central pin could be seen 
lainly, with bars dangling beneath each 
ther. The pin represented seven years 
f perfect attendance at a Sunday school 
n the city. It was the only item in the 
rindow without a price tag. Instead the 
‘roprietor had scrawled across the base 
if the card, “‘Make me an offer!’’ Who 
rill fail to see the difficulty of setting 
price upon valid church going? 


"RUE NATIONAL GREATNESS 


ext: Jeremiah 9:23 “‘Let not the migh- 
y man glory in his might.’’ 


There is an old story about the king 
f£ ancient Sparta. A stranger visiting 
is rugged kingdom for the first time was 
jurprised to find that Sparta was not pro- 
ected by any walls, ‘Where are the 
valls of Sparta?’’ the stranger asked 
ne king. The monarch took the strang- 
wt by the arm and led him to a window 
‘ff the palace which looked out over a 
:arade ground.There in strictest disci- 
iline stood rank on rank of Spartan sol- 
uiers. “There are the walls of Sparta,” 
said the king. “‘Ten thousand loyal men, 
end every one a brick.’’ 


JNANSWERED PRAYER 


Text: 1 Thess. 5:17-18, In everything 
give thanks; for this is the will 
of God... concerning you. 


Sometime ago a man stood up in a tes- 


iimony meeting and said, “‘T have lived 
song enough in the Christian life to be 
very thankful for the many prayers which 

sent heavenward which were refused, 
seturned and not answered....”’ 

Strange? But not to the spiritual mind. 
“or if all of our prayers should be an- 
swered as they were prayed and in the 
spirit behind the forming of the words.. 
well, we might be in quite different spir- 
‘tual position, or condition! Yes, indeed, 
‘he longer we live in the Christian life, 
he more deeply we appreciate and ap- 
yrehend the grace of God in this matter 
»f our prayer life. Unanswered prayers 
we often the best answers which heaven 
an return to our hearts. Of course, in the 
inal sense, there is no such thing as an 
nanswered prayer,for the indwelling Spir- 
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it will indicate the one direction or the 
other for the mind and will of the Lord. 
And if there is silence, then it is the 
silence which is meant to convict of our 
unwise praying, and not running in line 
with the purpose of His will. 

--Edwin Raymond Anderson, Exchange 


A man with one leg was seen walking 
toward the entrance of a downtown Chap- 
el entrance. Observed a loiterer, “‘Wonder 
if he is oing to ask God to restore his 
leg?’’ ‘‘No,”’ said the man entering the 
Chapel, ‘‘I’m just going to ask Him how 


to get along in life with the one leg.’’ 
Lp ee ee a 
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The Great Men and Ideas that 


Originated our Denominations 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
MODERN CHRISTIANITY 


Frederick A. Norwood 


This book is a succinct 
account of the rise of 
denominations in their 
historical context, from 
A.D. 1500 to the present. 
Instead of detailing the 
growth of any denomin- 
ation, the author deals 
with the great men and 


that 


originated 
Published 


$3.75 


ideas 
each group. 


February 6 


at all bookstores ABINGDON PRESS 


HEAVEN AND HELL, John Sutherland 
Bonnell, Abingdon, 62-p. $1.00 


There is nothing really very newin 
this fine little book. It is however a 
very refreshing restatement of the ‘‘prov- 
able facts’? as Scripture outlines them 
regarding the state of heaven and hell. 
In this connectiin the chapter headings 
“*A Modern Christian’s Concept of Hell’? 
should not be allowed to mislead. 

The chapter ‘‘Is_ Recognition Possi- 
ble After Death?’’ is perhaps the most 
original, The writer tends to side with 
Paul’s spiritual resurrection and quotes 
Jesus saying to the thief ‘‘Today Shalt 
Thou Be With Me in Paradise’? as evi- 
dence of the fact that there will be recog- 
nition in the after-life. The author leaves 
little doubt as to his own belief regard- 
ing heaven and hell, but after presenting 
all the known arguments, regarding heav- 
en at least,he leaves the argument where 
it should be left: ‘‘To this day the most 
convincing evidence for the resurrection 
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of Christ is men and women whose live: 


nae . 99 
bear witness to His living reality. 


---Robert H. Emmons 
poe ee 


HOW TO PREACH TO PEOPLE’S NEED: 
Edgar N. Jackson, Abingdon, 191-p. $2.75 


A handbook for the working pastor- 
preacher, as the title indicates, based 
on training and experience in pastora 
work, preaching the Good Word, and as 
head of the New Rochelle Guidance Cen: 
ter. New Rochelle, N. Y., an ‘‘outstand 
ing Psychiatric Clinic, that carries or 
both therapy and research.’’ 

The Introduction on ‘‘Preaching the 
Healing Word’’ is followed by 17-chap 
ters, among them Preaching to the Guilt 
laden, the Sorrow-filled, Fearful, those 
Bothered by Alcohol, the Lonely, the de 
feated, the Angry, Those in Doubt, the 
sick and Shut-in, those who Feel Infer. 
ior, have Injurious Habits, the Aged, the 
Immature, Family Problems.”’ 

Every active pastor-preacher will fine 
here the needed help to build a new ant 
deeper understanding of his responsibil. 
ities and priviliges in a ministry, found. 
ed on the understanding of actual needs 
of people, and how they may be relievec 
of doubts and anxieties, and turned int« 
confident, radiant believers in God’s 
love and mercy.--R 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
PETER CARTWRIGHT, Introduction b 
Charles L. Wallis, Abingdon,349-p.$3.7 


The 34-chapters in this volume on one 
of the best known Circuit Riders of ou 
early history, from his birth in 1785 te 
the time of his writing in 1856, will pre 
sent a challenge to any pastor-preache 
today. If you are loaded down with de- 
tails, too much organizational burden 
get this volume and study it; we assure 
you of a new and refreshing outlook or 
life as a pastor-administrator-preacher. 

Yes, we could write several columns 
of interesting material about this book 
and why you should read and study it 
but you would still have to DO that in 
order to gain the inspiration containec 
in its pages, so why not get the volume 
as a gift of lasting value to yourself 
You will find yourself “reaching for i 
frequently when the way ahead seems 
to require courage and genius.’® Dee 
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“THICS OF DECISION, Geo. W. Forell, 
Muhlenberg, $2.50 


Modern man is trying to choose a faith 
»y which to live. This book should be of 
reat help to preachers and teachers who 
ry to help people face the alternatives 
h organizing life, 

The author is a graduate of the Uni- 
rersity of Vienna and has his doctorate 
rom Union. He spent some years in pas- 
oral work before becoming associate pro- 
essor in the School of Religion at Iowa 
‘tate University. 

Part one of this thought-provoking vol- 
‘me studies the life of man under the law. 
flan is always questioned by his ethical 
aws but he rarely questions the 
fen differ in standards but never deny 
he fact of right and wrong. When a man 
relieves that right is merely what is use- 
ul to his group then he has erased one 
»£ the landmarks by which man found a 
TAY! 

Part two is a study of the Ten Com- 
qandments in the light of the judgment 
f God and the decisions man must make. 
fan cannot escape making decisions be- 
sause he is a free man. He must find a 
-uiding principal that will enable him to 
ive the Good Life.--Charles F. Banning 


laws. 


“What we are is God's gift to 
us. What we become is our gift 
to God.” 


Wizard Doctor (from page 43) 


Today Dr. Schweitzer’s hospital has 
town to 40 buildings with 300 beds, and 
hree doctors, six nurses, fifteen native 
assistants. 

From time to time he has returned to 
jurope to give concerts to extend his 
vork. He has continued his philosophy,- 
‘ave the Gifford Lectures and received 


he Nobel Prize! 


And this wonderful man, who feels deep- 


y for every suffering creature, has never 
ost his sense of humor and his lovable 


aughter. 

He said that if his life should finish 
ith the cannibals, he hoped that they 
‘ould write on his tombstone, ‘We have 
aten Dr. Schweitzer;he was good to the 
de... -From **The Melbourne Herald’’ 
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Spiritual Patterns (From page -43) 
bout that pattern and seek day by day to 
conform to that pattern, it is all-together 
possible to achieve a high moral and spir- 
itual character. 

God the Heavenly Father, knew we 
needed a pattern for our lives, one we can 
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try to be like, one after whom we may fol- 
low,--so He sent Jesus, His only begot- 
ten Son, to be the Pattern for our lives! 
Mankind has been striving to live well 
but has missed the mark a long way. It 
was to show us the way that God con- 
ceived the idea of sending into the world 
a pattern, an ideal, a personality, that 
would be so real that any individual can 
emulate. God says to us, “‘The pattern 
for your life is Jesus! Try to live fike He 
lived! Try to act like He acted. Try to be 
like Him!’’ Just as we need a pattern to 
make a dress, blue prints to make an air- 
plane. so we must have a pattern an ideal 
or blue prints, if we are to make a moral 
and spiritual life that is Worthy! 

I am sure that the difficulty of the world 
today is that we do not have in our lives 
a sufficient moral and spiritual pattern to 
create a better world. We are seeking to 
pattern our lives after lesser standards. 
We are content to seek after little things! 
The late Will Rogers was asked, “‘Will, 
what’s wrong with the world?’’ “‘Well, I 
don’t know,’’ said Will, “‘unless it’s peo- 
ple.’’ Many of our leading thinkers in the 
world today bear testimony to the fact 
that the greatest need of menis moral and 
spiritual character, based on the teaching 
of Jesus. The President of the United 
States, Dwight Eisenhour; Ex-President 
Hoover; J. Edgar Hoover, Head of the FBI; 
great teachers; great preachers; great His- 
torians, all are saying that very thing! 
In 1950, in the City of London, I heard 
the great historian, Arnold Townby, say 
that what men needed most today was re- 
ligion, and that the hope of the world can 
be found only in the framework of the re-_ 
ligious concepts of humanity. It is fine 
to have economic stability and security! 
It is fine to be well travelled, well edu- 
cated, -- and well fed. But these things 
cannot last without a moral and spirit. 
ual character to stabalize them! Indeed 
our security is based on a strong relig- 
ious and moral foundation. Without that> 
foundation, we are lost! It is my earnest 
plea that all of us, individually, will ac- 
cept the pattern Jesus brought us, so we 
may achieve moral and spiritual charac-" 
ter, not only as the real basis for person- 
al joy and happiness, but the only basis” 
for peace and security to the world. Amen, 
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